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COLLECTION SUMMARY 
Creator: Massachusetts. General Court. Special Legislative Commission on Low Level 
Radioactive Waste. 
Call Number: Ms. Coll. 28 
Extent: 10 boxes (7 linear feet) 
Preferred Citation Style: Folder Title, Box Number #. Special Legislative Commission on Low 
Level Radioactive Waste Records. State Library of Massachusetts Special Collections. 
About This Finding Aid: Description based on DACS.  
Provenance: Received from the Special Legislative Commission on Low Level Radioactive 
Waste, 1987. 
Processed by: Finding aid prepared by Marc Widershien, 1987. Updated by Abigail Cramer, 
March, 2012. 
Abstract: This collection documents the activities of the Special Commission to develop new 
methods of disposal for low-level radioactive waste and recommend a course of action for the 
Commonwealth to respond to the Federal Low-Level Waste Policy Act of 1981. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT 
The material in this collection dates from 1980 through 1987 and includes correspondence, 
memos, meeting agendas, meeting minutes, hearing testimony and drafts of legislation.  There is 
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a large amount of material collected by the Commission in its investigation of low-level radioactive 
waste management and development of proposed legislation.  Among these materials are 
documents from other states and countries, numerous reports, conference proceedings, and 
bibliographies.  In addition, there are five boxes of recordings of legislative hearings held 1982-
1986. 
 
HISTORICAL NOTE 
In 1981, Congress invited states to form regional commissions to “develop new disposal capacity 
for low-level waste.”  The federal bill was known as the Low-Level Radioactive Waste Policy Act.  
Morris Udall, Congressman from Arizona, introduced this legislation.   Udall believed that every 
state should have a commission of its own and work together with commissions in other states to 
study issues and find solutions.  
 
Chapter 738 of the Acts of 1981 created the Special Commission “to recommend the course of 
action Massachusetts should take in response to the Federal Low-Level Waste Policy Act.”  The 
Special Commission was revived and continued by Chapter 1 of the Resolves of 1985.  The 
Commission’s final report (H5000 of 1986) called for the passage of the Low Level Radioactive 
Waste Management Act.  The Commission issued an interim report in February, 1985. The 
Commission was charged with four major responsibilities: to make a recommendation on the 
establishment of a compact for the regional management of low level waste, to prepare a 
statewide assessment report on low-level waste generation and management in Massachusetts, 
to determine when the Commonwealth should assume licensing and regulatory authority for 
radioactive materials by entering into agreement with the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, and to 
develop a comprehensive process for the siting of a facility for Massachusetts low level waste.   
The Commission concluded its work in 1986. 
 
Twenty people served on this Commission.  They were: Senator Carol Amick (Senate Chair), 
Senator Martin T. Reilly, Senator Peter C. Weber, Representative Steven V. Angelo (House 
Chair), Representative Barbara Hildt, Representative Geoffrey V. Beckwith, Representative 
Walter A. DeFilippi, Representative John F. McGovern, Secretary James S. Hoyte, Alan R. Davis, 
Commissioner Bailus Walker, Jr., Winston H. Lavallee, James W. Segel, Judy A. Shope, George 
S. Wislocki, Miriam E. Vincent, Ross S. Feldberg, Priscilla Chapman, Charles Killian and Barry 
Connell.  Legal staff members were Richard W. Smith, Executive Director, Diane Mayer, Anne 
Caron, Kathleen Woodward, and Carolyn Kiely.  The Commission’s work resulted in H5830 of 
1987, which was passed by the Legislature and signed into law by Governor Michael Dukakis as 
Chapter 549, the Low Level Radioactive Waste Management Act. 
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The Low-Level Radioactive Waste Management Act seeks to provide safe management of low-
level radioactive waste generated by the medical, academic, industrial, and energy producing 
activities in the Commonwealth.  This waste includes wiping rags, protective clothing, filter 
materials (sludges and resins), test tubes, and other laboratory glassware and machine 
components that are radioactively contaminated. This is just a small sample of low-level 
radioactive waste, which is a by-product of the “manufacture of exit signs, smoke detectors and 
measuring devices; the industrial production of radioactive chemicals to diagnose and treat 
disease, the generation of electricity at nuclear power plants, the manufacturing of armor-piercing 
projectiles for conventional weapons and academic and medical research” (see H5000 of 1986). 
 
In a letter to the State Librarian, Senate Chair Carol C. Amick wrote “after more than four years of 
hard work and over 125 public meetings, the Special Commission has completed its legislative 
mandate.  The hallmark of the Special Commission’s activities was the drafting of the 
Massachusetts Low-Level Radioactive Waste Management Act.” 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 
Arrangement 
The papers are arranged in four series as follows: 
Series I: Records, 1982-1987 
Series II: Publications Collected by the Special Commission, 1980-1986 
Series III: Publications Produced by the Special Commission, 1983-1986 
Series IV: Films of Hearings, 1982-1986 
 
Conditions Governing Access 
This collection is open for research during the Special Collections Department’s regular hours. 
 
Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use 
Copyright restrictions may apply. Requests for permission to publish material from this collection 
should be discussed with Special Collections staff. 
 
Languages and Scripts 
The materials are entirely in English. 
 
Immediate Source of Acquisition 
Received from the Special Legislative Commission on Low Level Radioactive Waste, 1987. 
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Series Description and Container List 
 
Series I: Records, 1982-1987  
Scope and Content 
This series includes correspondence, memoranda, meeting minutes, and testimonies to the 
Special Commission. 
Arrangement 
These materials are arranged in their original order. 
Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
1 1-8 Correspondence (8 folders) 1982-1987 
1 9-56 Special Commission: Memoranda, Agendas, Minutes 
(48 folders) 
1982-1987 
1 57 Massachusetts Nuclear Referendum Committee and 
Radioactive Waste Management: General 
1983-1984 
1 58-59 Testimony before Special Legislative Commission on 
Low-Level Radioactive Waste (2 folders) 
1983, 1985-1986 
1 60 Testimony relating to Low-Level Radioactive Waste 
Management Act (H5000) 
 
1 61 Testimony relating to Low-Level Radioactive Waste: 
state and federal 
undated 
1 62 Morris Udall Congressional Statement on Low Level 
Radioactive Waste 
February 7, 1985 
1 63-67 Special Legislative Commission on Low Level 
Radioactive Waste: Internal Memoranda and Staff 
Position Papers (5 folders) 
1983-1986 
2 68 Legal Reports 1983-1984 
2 69 Low-Level Radioactive Waste Management Act (Final 
Draft) 
1985 
2 70 Low-Level Radioactive Waste Management Act: 
Media Releases 
1982-1986 
2 71-76 Newspaper Clippings (6 folders) 1981-1986 
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2 77 Television and radio editorials 1981-1987 
2 78 Photograph: Presentation of draft compact to 
Governor 
1984 
 
Series II: Publications Collected by Special Commission, 1980-1986  
Scope and Content 
This series includes publications of other organizations which were collected by the Special 
Commission. 
Arrangement 
These materials are arranged in their original order. 
Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
2 79-84 “The Radioactive Exchange” (6 folders) 1982-1986 
2 85-121 Various publications relating to Low-Level 
Radioactive Waste management (37 folders) 
undated 
3 130-137 Various publications relating to Low-Level 
Radioactive Waste management (38 folders) 
undated 
 
Box # Volume # Folder Title Date 
4 1 Massachusetts Advisory Council on Radiation 
Protection: Report 
1980 
4 2 Regional Compacts on Low-Level Radioactive 
Waste Management 
1981 
4 3 U.S. Department of Energy, Committee of Energy 
and Natural Resources Status Report 
1982 
4 4 Preliminary Analysis of Draft Interstate Compact for 
Northeast LLRW 
undated 
4 5 Handbook for Low-Level Radioactive Waste 
Disposal Facilities 
1982 
4 6 CONEG Overview Interface 1983 
4 7 National Low-Level Radioactive Waste Management 
Program 
undated 
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4 8 Proceedings, 5th Annual Participants’ Information 
Meeting (Department of Energy Low-Level 
Radioactive Waste Management Program) 
1983 
 
Series III: Publications Produced by the Special Commission, 1983-1986  
Scope and Content 
This series includes publications produced by the Special Commission. 
Arrangement 
These materials are arranged in chronological order. 
Box # Binder # Folder Title Date 
5 1-2 Miscellaneous Reports, Letters 1983 
5 3 Regional Low-Level Radioactive Waste Management 
Compact Draft 
1984 
5 4 Low-Level Radioactive Waste Management: Moving 
Toward a Solution (1st Report) 
1985 
5 5 Low-Level Radioactive Waste Management: A Siting 
Process for Massachusetts (2nd Report) 
1986 
 
Series IV: Films of Low-Level Radioactive Waste Hearings, 1982-1986  
Scope and Content 
This series includes recordings of hearings held by the Special Commission. 
Arrangement 
These materials are arranged in their original order. 
Box # Folder Title Date 
6-10 Audio cassette tapes of Low-Level Radioactive Waste hearings 1982-1986 
 
